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Southern Oregon Regional Communications (SORC) is a 9-1-1/
Emergency Dispatch Center which serves 26 public safety agencies
from 16 political jurisdictions in Jackson County, Oregon. Due
to the geographical extremes of our service area, it would be
economically impossible to meet the proposed FCC Docket 92-325
changes.

Currently, the regional public safety radio system includes eight
mountain top sites encompassing 3500 square miles, covering
terrain from sea level to over 7000 feet in elevation. Because
of our topographical characteristics, it has been estimated we
would need at least 15 more mountain top sites in order to meet
the proposed FCC rules of reduced power output and still maintain
current radio coverage levels. At a minimum, the development of
a single site is estimated at $50,000.00, not including the total
change out of all base and mobile radio equipment for the
Regional Center and the end users. At this time, an 800 MHZ
trunked radio system is not even an option in our area, nor is it
economically feasible due to the extremes in the terrain.

The requirements of FCC Docket 92-325 would encumber the
political jurisdictions and citizens of Jackson County that SORC
serves with an estimated price tag between $750,000.00 to
$1,000,000.00. This figure does not address the costs to the
remainder of the County served by the three dispatch centers
other than SORC. For a population base of 150,000 citizens, such
financial outlay is not financially attainable.
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We urge you to strongly consider a public safety exemption for
rural areas such as Southern Oregon, or to at least modify the
proposal to allow safe operation within a time frame achievable
for rural areas and without a prohibitive price tag.

Re ctfully submitted,
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Manville M. Heisel, Chairman
Southern Oregon Regional Communications
10 S. Oakdale
Medford, Oregon 97501

MMH/db


